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1 . KOREAN OFFICIAL AND PRESS INTEREST AND CONCERN REGARDING 

FORTHCOMING VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT TO TOKYO HAS 

HEIGHTENED OVER PAST FEW DAYS. KOREAN FOCUS NATURALLY 

IS ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL ISSUE AS TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION 

WITH JAPANESE. CONCERN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED NOT ONLY 

REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF TROOP WITHDRAWAL, BUT INCREASINGLY 

REGARDING CONSULATION WITH JAPAN BEFORE KOREAN GOVERNMENT 

HAS OPPORTUNITY EXPRESS ITS VIEWS. GENERAL VESSEY AND I 

AS WELL AS OTHER US OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN PRESSED ON LATTER 

PARTICULARLY IN RECENT DAYS. WHILE AT ONE POINT KOREANS 

SEEMED CONTENT TO HAVE THEIR OBJECTIONS TO WITHDRAWAL 

FRONTED BY THE JAPANESE, THEY HAVE NOW EXPRESSED RESENTMENT THAT 

THE ISSUE IS TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH JAPWOESE BEHIND THEIR 

BACKS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 00662 251235Z 


3. AT LUNCH TODAY, FOR EXAMPLE, OPPOSITION LEADER YI 
CHOL-SUNG QUITE STRONGLY REFLECTED HIS UNHAPPINESS THAT 
VICE PRESIDENT WOULD BE VISITING JAPAN BUT NOT KOREA TO 
TALK ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL. 

4. DRAWING UPON RELEVANT PUBLIC STATEMENTS AS WELL AS PRESS 
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GUIDANCE (REFTEL), WE HAVE STRESSED TO KOREANS THAT MAJOR 
FOCUS OF VICE PRESIDENT'S TRIP IS INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
SITUATION, IMPROVEMENT OF WHICH WILL BE OF CONSIDERABLE 
DIRECT BENEFIT TO KOREA. WE HAVE ALSO STRESSED, THAT 
WHILE WE ARE PREPARED TO HEAR JAPANESE VIEWS ON OTHER 
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING KOREA, IT HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR THAT 
NOTHING PRECIPITOUS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN ON TROOP WITH- 
DRAWAL AND THERE WILL BE FULLY ADEQUATE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
FULL CONSULTATION WITH KOREANS. NEVERTHELESS GIVEN 
CONSTANT FLOW OF PRESS SPECULATION ON THIS ISSUE FROM 
TOKYO AND WASHINGTON AS WELL AS SEOUL, WE DOUBT THAT THE 
INDOMITABLE KOREANS WILL BE DISCOURAGED FROM EXPRESSING THEIR 
ANXIETY AND FROM SPECULATING. 

5. IN EFFORT TO KEEP SPECULATION HERE DOWN TO MODERATE 
LEVELS, SUGGEST CONTINUED EMPHASIS OF VICE PRESIDENT'S 
TRIP ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY AND OTHER BROADER ISSUES, 

AS SET FORTH REFTEL, AND IN PARTICULAR DURING TOKYO VISIT 
LOW-KEYING TROOP WITHDRAWAL ISSUE IN ANY OFFICIAL STATEMENTS 
OR BACKGROUNDERS TO PRESS. OF COURSE IT WILL BE 

HELPFUL TO BRIEF KEY KOREAN OFFICIALS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
ON DISCUSSIONS WITH JAPANESE FOLLOWINLCISIT. 

6. FINALLY WHILE IT MAY BE A MINOR SEMANTIC DISTINCTION, 

BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO TALK IN TERMS OF EITHER 
TROOP "REDUCTIONS" OR "REDEPLOYMENT FROM KOREA" RATHER 
THAN WITHDRAWAL. FOR KOREANS, TERM "WITHDRAWAL" HAS 
COMPLETE AND FINITE QUALITY, IMPLYING COMPLETE PULLOUT 
OF ALL US FORCES, INCLUDING AIR. 
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